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Recommendations
Recommendations Overview
Following community input, recommendations were crafted around four key
categories; Connectivity & Walkability; Safety; Healthy & Active Lifestyles; and
Economic Development. Within each category there is an overarching goal, several
objectives, and specific strategies which fit within each objectives. The aim of these
recommendations is to denote steps to fully realize the Stockbridge Urban Trails Plan.
Each category also contains design images to give readers a sense of what proposed
trail improvements could look like from workout stations to branding strategies to
accessible crosswalks. Beyond these four categories of recommendations, maps are
provided displaying where the proposed improvements would be laid out as the
recommendations of this plan are implemented. These maps include educational
markers; recreation; walking routes; bike and equestrian and a composite map
highlighting all amenities.

Stockbridge Town Square
Image Source: SPDC
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Connectivity & Walkability
Connectivity and walkability refer to how efficiently and safely a transportation system can move people from their origins to desired locations in
the immediate or distant area. However, many Michigan streets have been designed to prioritize the movement of cars through a community as
quickly as possible without appropriate consideration for pedestrians and bicyclists. That being said, the residents of Stockbridge have given their
support for enhancing the non-motorized circulation of the Village through the creation of an urban trail. Current potential for connections in
Stockbridge is evidenced by its collection of schools, parks, and local businesses found throughout the village and its neighboring areas.
Figure 4

Goal 1: Improve connections
and walkability to public
spaces, facilities, and businesses
Objectives
Objective 1.1: Improve existing sidewalks
Objective 1.2: Create safe and highly visible
crosswalks at traffic-heavy streets and
intersections
Objective 1.3: Use wayfinding tools to provide
residents and visitors to Stockbridge information
regarding distance, direction, and destinations
relating to the trail
Objective 1.4: Allow trail to be usable by multiple
modes
Objective 1.5: Spearhead a Safe Routes to School
program to encourage elementary and middle
school students to walk or bike to school using
the urban trail instead of getting driven to school

Before - Portage Creek Crossing on the
Lakelands Trail

After - Portage Creek Crossing on the
Lakelands Trail
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Connectivity & Walkability- Strategies
Objective 1.1: Improve existing sidewalks.

Before

After

Strategy 1.1.1: Follow ADA guidelines by inserting ramps, handrails,
and detectable warning mats where necessary
Strategy 1.1.2: Repave sidewalks that are afflicted with cracks and
overgrown by weeds
Strategy 1.1.3: Connect main public spaces: the Town Square,
Veteran’s Park and the Beckwith Preserve with shared
use pathways and extended sidewalks
Strategy 1.1.4: Patch holes in the infrastructure where sidewalk
was not originally laid

Objective 1.2: Create safe and highly visible crosswalks at trafficheavy streets and intersections.
Strategy 1.2.1: Construct bulb-out curbs to improve the vision
of oncoming traffic to pedestrians and the vision of crossing
pedestrians to vehicle drivers
Strategy 1.2.2: Insert Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacons (RRFBs)
near the intersection of M-106 and M-52 to signal to drivers
that pedestrians have the right-of-way
Strategy 1.2.3: Repaint road surface marking to calm traffic
and convey where motorists can and cannot drive
Strategy 1.2.4: Add new trailhead parking along with clearly
marked pedestrian infrastructure

Figure 5 Design Example for Objective 1.1—South Beckwith Nature Preserve EnFigure 5: Currently, the Beckwith trail system and the southern entrance leads to the
side of Highway 106, without any connection to a sidewalk or pathway. A pathway
has been extended on the north side of Highway 106, beyond Maple Avenue,
connecting to the Nature Preserve. The entrance to the Beckwith property will need
a constructed ADA ramp along with wayfinding signage and simple amenities like a
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Connectivity & Walkability - Strategies
Objective 1.3: Use wayfinding tools to provide residents and visitors to
Stockbridge information regarding distance, direction, and
destinations relating to the trail.

Before

After

Strategy 1.3.1: Erect local and highway directional signs that lead
tourists to Stockbridge businesses, other trails, and community
facilities
Strategy 1.3.2: Create cues such as recesses, overhangs, and/or
landscaping to mark entrances to parks, districts, and other
points of interest

Objective 1.4: Allow trail to be usable by multiple modes.
Strategy 1.4.1: Adopt a Complete Streets ordinance to allow for safe
travel for those walking, bicycling, driving cars, riding public transit,
or conducting business

Figure 6 Design example for Objective 1.2 Trail Crossing at North Clinton Street

Strategy 1.4.2: Insert surface street bike lanes that will allow for easy
travel on bicycles
Strategy 1.4.3: Permit equestrian use of the trail and ensure
receptacles exist for waste from smaller pets

Figure 7 Design Example for Objective 1.4: Multi-Modal Trail Extension at South M-52

Figure 6: The northern entrance to the Beckwith Nature Preserve can
only be accessed by crossing Clinton Street in front of the Stockbridge Middle/High School. A sidewalk extension from the south will
lead to a crosswalk with proper road markings and signage. This area will also be used as a trailhead and staging area for those wanting
to visit the Preserve and explore trails and other community pathways extending from the Beckwith property.

Figure 7: This location is In front of a small commercial shopping plaza south
of the Village Center on M-52. It is the terminus of a sidewalk leading from
the Lakelands Trail. By extending the sidewalk, access to other businesses
south of the village becomes safer and easier to reach. In addition,
widening the sidewalk to become a shared use pathway allows for a more
safe and comfortable pathway for pedestrians and other non-motorized
transportation.
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Connectivity & Walkability - Strategies
Objective 1.5: Spearhead a Safe Routes to School program to
encourage elementary and middle school students to walk or
bike to school using the urban trail instead of getting driven to
school
Strategy 1.5.1: Communicate the visions, goals, and opportunities
for community involvement for the SR2S through multiple media outlets such as the local newspaper, TV
station, radio station, or website
Strategy 1.5.2: Hold a walk and or bike to school day at the beginning of the academic year and again during the last
month before students are let out for summer vacation
Strategy 1.5.3: Start a safe and cautious driving campaign that will
target specific road violations such as idling and speeding in school zones

Before

After

Figure 8 Design Example for Objective 1.5: Trail Extension at Northern Edge of the Elementary Campus

Figure 9 Design Example for Objective 1.5: Trail Extension at Western Avenue

Figure 8: The extension of the trail will follow a ribbon of grass behind
the school bus parking area. The specifications of the trail itself will be
similar to the existing trail along the southern edge of the elementary
campus. The crushed limestone gravel offers a cost effective and accessible solution for trail extension.

Figure 9: The existing trail system that borders the outside of the elementary
campus ends without connection to a sidewalk, pathway, or crosswalk. A
crosswalk has been extended across Western Avenue at the driveway entrance of Heritage Elementary School, connecting to an intersection of a newly developed sidewalk and a new trail extending behind the bus parking lot.
This is a connection needed to extend the “Round the Town” portion of the
Stockbridge Community Pathways plan.
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Safety
Through the Urban Trails Plan, safety on urban trails, sidewalks, bike lanes and street crossings will be enhanced. The need for trail users to feel
safe is pertinent in promoting use of all pedestrian methods employed in the Urban Trails Plan. By promoting safety throughout all forms of
pedestrian and bicycle travel, the Urban Trails Plan will improve public health by promoting safe and healthy alternatives to motorized travel,
the current dominant mode of transportation in Stockbridge.
Figure 10

Goal 2: Enhance safety on urban
trails, sidewalks, bike lanes
Objectives
Objective 2.1: Hold a series of two to three
community workshops targeted at specific
demographic groups to educate the public on the
enhanced safety measures of the Urban Trails Plan
Objective 2.2: Make trail users’ experiences both
comfortable and enjoyable by making rest stops and
a variety of amenities available
Objective 2.3: Publicize the safety and wellness of an
Urban Trails Plan
Objective 2.4: Seek private and public financial
support
Objective 2.5: Prioritize infrastructure problems
including current pedestrian safety issues and
connectivity in order to involve the public and local
businesses more closely in implementation
Signage update at West and M-52
Before

Signage update at West and M-52
After
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Safety - Strategies
Objective 2.1: Hold a series of two to three community workshops targeted at specific demographic groups to educate the public on the enhanced safety measures of the Urban Trails Plan

Before

After

Strategy 2.1.1: Educate children, parents, and elders on the importance
of safety while walking in wooded areas. This includes a
hands-on walking tour of the improved safety areas and how
to use them
Strategy 2.1.: Distribute maps and safety information for safe and fun
family activities
Strategy 2.1.3: Provide information and general reminders regarding
safely using the trails, sidewalks and bike lanes

Figure 11 Design Example for Objective 2.2: Crosswalk at Mineral Springs Street and Highway 106

Objective 2.2: Make trail users’ experiences both comfortable and enjoyable by making rest stops and a variety of amenities available
Strategy 2.2.1: Use attractive and informative signage to increase accessibility of the trail
Strategy 2.2.2: Design all trailheads to be ADA-compliant and to be sensitive to the needs of seniors
Strategy 2.2.3: Make benches and rest facilities available through the
trail system

Figure 12 Design Example for Objective 2.1: Crosswalk at Mills Avenue and Price Road

Strategy 2.2.4: Create an “Adopt-A-Bench” bench dedication
Figure 11: The pathway extension from the southern entrance to the
Beckwith Nature Preserve leads to a well-marked trail crossing at
Mineral Springs Street, where an additional pathway extension leads
down Mineral Springs, eventually connecting to the Lakelands Trail. This
offers a safer crossing of Highway 106 with good sight distance, rather
than a curve. Proper street markings are accompanied by new signage at
the crossing site and “Trail Crossing Ahead” warning signage 500 ft. prior
to the crossing site.

Figure 12: The Mills Avenue and Price Street intersection is a major access
point for those coming to and leaving from the elementary school
campus, and also trail users on the “Round the Town” Community
Pathway. Adding road striping and pedestrian yield signage increases the
safety of this highly used non-motorized crossing point.
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