Safety - Strategies
Objective 2.3: Publicize the safety and wellness of an Urban Trails
Plan

Before

After

Strategy 2.3.1: Request that local press write pieces on citizens
using the trails safely, new crossings and properly
implemented bike lanes, etc
Strategy 2.3.2: Distribute brochures that include testimonials on the
improved safety that the Urban Trails Plan has brought
to the community

Objective 2.4: Seek private and public financial support
Strategy 2.4.1: Garner financial support through linking the safety
goals to existing plans and initiatives with funding
opportunities

Figure 13: Design Example for Objective 2.4: Trail Improvements North of Veterans Park

Strategy 2.4.2: Promote the connection between the Urban Trails
Plan and subsequent trail improvement with tourism
based economic development

Figure 13: The trails connecting Veterans Park and the Middle/High

School meander through a visually pleasing woodlot and wetlands
environment. Due to the rather densely vegetated nature of this
portion of the trail, an emergency call center is recommended for
increase safety. In addition, wayfinding signage ensures that trail
users fully understand their location and the direction to their
destination.
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Safety - Strategies
Objective 2.5: Prioritize infrastructure problems including
current pedestrian safety issues and connectivity in
order to involve the public and local businesses more
closely in implementation.

Before

After

Strategy 2.5.1: Create a safe and proper crossing at the
intersection of M-52 (Main Street) at M-106
Strategy 2.5.2: Create a safe and proper crossing at the
Beckwith Preserve and Main Street
Strategy 2.5.3: Install pedestrian signs at Clinton and Main
Street
Strategy 2.5.4: Work to create safe and working bike lanes
within the Village of Stockbridge limits
Strategy 2.5.5: Install or repair street lighting to improve
the visibility of the trail during darker hours of
the day and to deter criminal activity
Strategy 2.5.6: Ensure businesses and the general public
are informed of ongoing trail developments

Figure 14: Design Example for Objective 2.5: Crosswalk at Veterans Park

Figure 14: Veterans Park is a popular destination for Stockbridge residents
and Stockbridge visitors. It is an important stop along the “Round the
Town” Community Pathway. Crossings at the entrance to Veterans Park
should be properly marked for increases safety for all users. At major destinations like this, LED lighting will also enhance the safety for the trail
user in a cost-effective manner. Light posts like these can also be fitted
with banners used for community branding, events, and in this case, trail
way wayfinding.
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Healthy & Active Lifestyles
From improving health through increased physical activity to decreasing the amount of pollution through motorized transportation, a focus on
health and fitness development is important in the Urban Trails Plan. The public must be educated about the benefits of walking as transportation
as well as recreation. An active lifestyle is important in disease prevention and even mental health. Through a few simple objectives, the Urban
Trails Plan can create an encouraging environment for healthy and fit activity.
Figure 15

Goal 3: Utilize the urban trails to
promote healthy and active
lifestyles

Objectives
Objective 3.1: Direct community events and
programming towards health and fitness
Objective 3.2: Install features along the trail to
enhance opportunities for physical exercise
Objective 3.3: Promote the trail for both recreation
and basic transportation needs as an alternative
to driving
Objective 3.4: Partner with community
organizations to promote year-round usage of the
trail for recreation

Before - North Entrance to the Beckwith Preserve

After - Update at North Entrance to the Preserve
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Healthy & Active Lifestyles - Strategies
Objective 3.1: Direct community events and programming towards health
and fitness

Before

After

Strategy 3.1.1: Establish educational programs geared towards seniors and
young people focusing on the health benefits of trail usage
Strategy 3.1.2: Ensure that programming around healthy & active lifestyles
coordinates with trail safety programming
Strategy 3.1.3: Create community events facilitating trail-based recreation

Objective 3.2: Install features along the trail to enhance opportunities for
physical exercise

Figure 16 Design Example for Objective 3.2: Community Garden and Exercise Station
South of Adult Education Center

Strategy 3.2.1: Construct equestrian-friendly facilities along the trail

Strategy 3.2.2: Ensure that all trailheads and pathways are ADA accessible
Strategy 3.2.3: Install walkable surfaces comfortably used for multiple
modes of exercise (ADA accessible, walking, running, biking, etc.)
Strategy 3.2.4: Increase amenities like benches, workout stations, and
educational gardens along paths and a larger disk golf course

Figure 17 Design Example for Objective 3.2: School Healthy Education Garden at the
Southwest Corner of the Middle/High School Campus

Figure 16: Stockbridge is utilizing the former middle school as a location for
adult education classes. The community school system develops many
programs to meet the needs of local residents. This offers a great opportunity
to promote healthy and active lifestyles. Space along the trail system
bordering the campus is available to renovate an existing exercise station
with more current equipment and instruction. This is accompanied with a
school garden that will provide life skills and education for growing a garden
at home.

Figure 17: The Stockbridge Middle/High School has an orchard bordering the
south edge of campus. Adding a school garden provides a vehicle to promote
healthy lifestyles through nutritional education. Schools can utilize a garden as
a part of a class that can prepare students to grow and facilitate a home
garden. The produce harvested at the school garden can be used in the school
cafeteria, reducing costs for the school, and providing students with valuable
skills.
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Healthy & Active Lifestyles - Strategies
Objective 3.3: Promote the trail for both recreation and basic
transportation needs as an alternative to driving

Before

After

Strategy 3.3.1: Install mile-markers along the trail to enhance usability
Strategy 3.3.2: Develop a mobile application for smartphones with a GPS
tracker providing information about the Urban Trails System and
the Stockbridge community
Strategy 3.3.3: Establish entertainment-focused amenities along the
trails not necessarily geared towards physical fitness

Objective 3.4: Partner with community organizations to promote yearround usage of the trail for recreation

Figure 18 Design Example for Objective 3.3: Trail Connection to North Veterans Park

Strategy 3.4.1: Set tangible goals to be reached by certain dates
involving a reduction in vehicle travel and an increase in
pedestrian travel
Strategy 3.4.2: Utilize community partnerships to create cold-weather
events and uses along the trail

Figure 19 Design Example for Objective 3.3: Exercise Station at Southern edge of Elementary
Campus

Figure 18: The existing trail connection to Veterans Park is currently
unmarked, and provides accessibility issues for the physically impaired.
Extending the pathway to the east will allow for an easier connection to
Veterans Park by circumventing the hill in the northwest corner.
Improvements like these will make it easier for trail users to enjoy the trail
without any impediments that unnecessarily challenge the user. Improving
the safety and accessibility for those using the trail will encourage those
visitors to return time and time again.

Figure 19: As a goal to promote healthy and active lifestyles, it’s important to
expand on opportunities for those looking to utilize the trail way as a form of
exercise. Exercise equipment can be very simple. In this image, two pull-up
stations require two wooden supports and metal rod fitted between them.
These stations should be strategically implemented along the trail system.
Sites like this can be utilized by the residents and visitors alike, or become
part of large track and field day events for schools and the village.
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Economic Development
Figure 20

Local economic development in a community can largely emerge from
building and promoting attractions that appeal to not only the local
community, but also the region as a whole. An urban trail is a good example
of an attraction as it provides visitors to Stockbridge a unique experience that
allows them to immerse themselves in the Village’s culture, businesses, and
overall potential simply from walking through it. By connecting goods and
services with the urban trail, Stockbridge can capture dollars outside of its
boundaries and thereby accrue the benefits of local economic development.

Goal 4: Use the urban trails to promote local

Before - Amenities Update at M-52 Lakelands Trailhead

economic development
Objectives
Objective 4.1: Use social media and technology to help elevate and brand the urban
trail and create a selling point for visitors to Stockbridge
Objective 4.2: Involve local businesses in the development and function of the trail
Objective 4.3: Integrate Stockbridge events with trail to generate foot traffic for
local businesses

After - Amenities Update at M-52 Lakelands Trailhead
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Economic Development - Strategies
Objective 4.1: Use social media and technology to help elevate
and brand the urban trail and create a selling point for
visitors to Stockbridge

Before

After

Strategy 4.1.1: Create an Urban Trail Facebook page, Twitter
handle, and Instagram account for tourism attraction and
event promotion in Stockbridge
Strategy 4.1.2: Purchase advertisement space on Facebook to
spread the word about businesses, attractions, and arts
and culture in Stockbridge to the mid-Michigan region
Strategy 4.1.3: Register the trail as a feature on Google maps to
demonstrate its accessibility to goods and services

Figure 21 Design Example for Objective 4.2: Bicycle Repair Station at M-52 Lakelands
Trail

Figure 22 Design Example for Objective 4.2: Crosswalk in Village Center at West Street
and M-52

Figure 21: Increased bicycle activity within the village and along the trails
will come with needs for bicycle repairs. Many of those involved with the
Stockbridge Urban Trail Program believe it would be beneficial for the
community to have a bicycle repair shop along M-52 and the Lakelands
Trail. This idea can be paired with other needs for active lifestyles, such as
horseback riding, hiking, and other recreational needs. This vehicle repair
shop has been repurposed to provide for these active lifestyles, with
connections to the Lakelands Trailhead.

Figure 22: A crosswalk at Wood and Main Street (M-52) is an important
connection for the “Round the Town” Community Pathway Plan. It is one of two
trail crossings that connect South Stockbridge, to North Stockbridge.
Additionally, this is considered a place for bicyclists to enter the village center.
Improved trail connectivity can lead to increased activity in the village center.
Bike racks near this intersection will invite cyclists to securely store their bikes
while exploring the Village of Stockbridge on foot.
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Economic Development - Strategies
Strategy 4.2.1: Establish a Business Improvement District (BID) to
help fund projects associated with the urban trail, such as
enhancing the streetscape, removing excess parking, and improving pedestrian infrastructure in commercialized areas

Before

Objective 4.2: Involve local businesses in the development and
function of the trail.

Strategy 4.2.2: Create an Urban Trail Entrepreneurial Initiative comprised of representatives of local business development organizations, as well as the Stockbridge Area Chamber of Commerce, to market the Trail as a feature of entrepreneurial
growth
Strategy 4.2.3: Establish a bicycle repair station at the M-52 Lakelands Trailhead

Strategy 4.3.1: Use the urban trail to channel attendees of the annual Harvest Festival through the central business district

After

Objective 4.3: Integrate Stockbridge events with trail to generate
foot traffic for local businesses

Strategy 4.3.2: Host a sidewalk sale once a month during warmer
seasons along the trail
Strategy 4.3.3: Ensure that the Farmer’s Market capitalizes on new
trail development
Strategy 4.3.4: Connect the equestrian jumping course to the trail
system
Strategy 4.3.5: Create a comprehensive brand and logo to be displayed on trail features which could be used throughout trail
related community events.

Figure 23: Design Strategy for Objective 4.2: Crosswalk at Clinton Street and Main Street

Figure 23: The center of the Village of Stockbridge is at the intersection of
Clinton and Main Street. This intersection serves as the main access point to
the majority of business establishments in the village. Providing streetscape
enhancements such as proper traffic striping and road markings with enhance safety for the pedestrians and drivers alike. Providing a safe atmosphere will encourage more activity in the downtown area, and help improve
economic growth and stability.
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Economic Development - Strategies
The community has already begun branding
Stockbridge as a Healthy and Active community.
Continually expanding on this can be done by
adding active lifestyle amenities. For example,
distance markers, instructional signage, and marked
routes will create community goals, and establish
achievement bench marks for exercise. Wayfinding
signage will help users reach destinations, such as
community gardens, educational, environmental,
and historical markers, geocaching sites, as well as
pursue other recreational activities.
When branding an entire village, it is essential for a
community to commit to the same identity. This can
be done through simple uniformity. Street and
pathway lighting, trash receptacles, benches, street
signage, road markings, and wayfinding signage can
and should be very unique to Stockbridge, but
remain uniform, and recognizable. The user should
see a sign, or bench and know that it is part of
Stockbridge. These small pieces together will help
define Stockbridge as the village for active and
healthy lifestyles, excitement, and activity. The
Urban Trails Program can enhance economic
development in the area. For this to be done,
Stockbridge will need to commit to strategic branding
and wayfinding tactics.

Figure 24: Design Strategy for Objective 4.3: Crosswalk at Clinton Street and Main Street
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Map Layers - Bike and Equestrian Routes
Figure 25
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Map Layers - Walking Routes
Figure 26
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Map Layers - Recreation
Figure 27
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Map Layers - Educational Markers
Figure 28
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Composite Map
The Urban Trails Composite
Map (Figure 29) is an
assemblage of four separate
layer maps pertaining to four
categories: Bike and
Equestrian Routes, Walking
Routes, Educational Markers,
and Recreation, each of which
display an extensive collection
of routes, destinations,
activities, and environments.
The composite map, although
complex, is a great
representation of the amount
of attractions that can be
utilized in such a small area.

Figure 29
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